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TIPS  FOR  CRAFT  WORKERS 


A  group  of  rural  home-craft  workers  in  Virginia  is  organized  coopera- 
tively to  sell  what  the  members  make.     Crafts  supervisors  of  the  Farm  Security 
Aiministration,  the  Extension  Service,  and  other  agencies  have  taught  many  of 
these  people  how  to  create  articles  the  public  will  "buy,  and  have  helped  to 
establish  a  shop  on  a  much- traveled  highway. 

Evidently  the  public  prefer?  articles  that  sell  for  less  than  a  dollar, 
although  the  best  sellers  range  in  price  from  50  cents  to  $2.    Many  motorists 
carry  only  limited  amounts  of  money,  for  safety's  sake,  and  have  planned  how 
most  of  it  is  to  be  spent.     So  they  cannot  indulge  too  freely,  evon  when 
articles  displayed  are  very  attractive. 

Experience  in  the  Virginia  group  is  that  good  workmanship,  suitable 
materials,  and  good  design  all  play  a  part  in  salable  craft  articles.     It  is 
difficult  to  sell  articles  of  poor-quality  material,  even  if  the  workmanship 
is  good.    Eand  embroidery  on  coarse  fabric  does  not  appeal  to  discriminating 
buyers.    In  some  cases,  good  material  is  used,  but  the  workmanship  is  care- 
less.   In  others,  both  material  and  workmanship  may  be  good  but  the  design 
is  poor  and  does  not  attract  buyers.     Sometimes  articles  are  poorly  prepared 
for  sale,  as  when  needlework  is  not  clean  or  properly  stretched  and  stiffened. 
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The  managers  of  the  Virginia  group  found  that  knitted  and  crocheted 
luncheon  sets,  sized  to  suit  average  demand,  in  5-,  7-,  9-,  or  13-piece  sets 
"brought  relatively  Toettcr  returns  than  more  expensive  pieces,  such  as  crochoted 
and  knitted  "bedspreads. 

The  purpose  for  which  an  article  is  used  should  determine  its  character 
and  design,  they  report.    Ornamental  articles  must  "be  appropriate,  interesting 
and  artistic.    Useful  articles  must  not  only  "be  durable  "but  designed  to  adapt  to 
the  practical  needs  of  the  consumer.     Toys  must  "be  suitable  playthings  for  chil- 
dren.   People  will  not  pay  more  for  a  craft  article  than  for  a  machine-made 
article  unless  there  is  some  value  in  it  that  cannot  "be  had  in  the  machine-made 
article. 
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